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The Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks 

Has received an application for a patent for a 
new and useful invention. The title and descrip- 
tion of the invention are enclosed. The require- 
ments of law have been complied with, and it 
has been determined that a patent on the in- 
vention shall be granted under the law. 

Therefore, this 

United States Patent 

Grants to the person(s) having title to this patent 
the right to exclude others from making, using, 
offering for sale, or selling the invention 
throughout the United States of America or im- 
porting the invention into the United States of 
America for the term set forth below, subject to 
the payment of maintenance fees as provided 
by law. 

If this application was filed prior to June 8, 
1995, the term of this patent is the longer of 
seventeen years from the date of grant of this 
patent or twenty years from the earliest effec- 
tive U.S.fding date of the application, subject 
to any statutory extension. 

If this application was filed on or after June 8, 
1995, the term of this patent is twenty years from 
the earliest effective U.S. filing date of the ap- 
plication, subject to any statutory extension. 
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ABSTRACT 



A hand tool has an elongated shank with a handle at one end 
and a bit holder at the other end, the bit holder including a 
cylindrical body having a distal end surface and an axis, the 
body having an axial bore formed in the end surface of 
non-circular transverse cross section and terminating at an 
inner end surface. A neodymium permanent magnet is freely 
received in the bore and retained against the inner end 
surface by a thin circular retainer, formed of metal or plastic, 
which is interference-fitted in the bore. Both flat, disk-like 
and concave, bowl-shaped retainers are disclosed. A shock- 
absorbing cushion may be disposed between the magnet and 
the inner end surface of the bore. A bit formed of magne- 
tizable material is mateably received in a socket portion of 
the bore and retained in place by the magnet. The portion of 
the bore receiving the magnet may have a different cross 
section from the socket portion. The magnet may be dis- 
posed in an encapsulation which interference fits in the bore. 

16 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 




